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Board of Education Minutes 
Wichita Public Schools · USD 259 

Wichita, Kansas 
February 10, 2020 

 
Roll Call The Board of Education of Unified School District No. 259, Sedgwick 

County, Kansas, met in regular session in the Wichita High School 
North Lecture Hall, 1437 Rochester, Wichita, Kansas, at 
approximately 6 p.m., on February 10, 2020, with President Sheril 
Logan presiding. 

Present: Ben Blankley, Julie Hedrick, Ernestine Krehbiel, Sheril 
Logan, Stan Reeser, and Mike Rodee. 

Absent: Ron Rosales. 
  
Moment of Silence/Pledge 
of Allegiance 

The business portion of the meeting opened with a moment of silence 
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance by Marshall Middle School 
Leadership Cadets. 

  
Reports Report – Superintendent’s Student Advisory Council (SuperSAC). 

Presenter: Masha Yakubovich, East High. Topic of February 5th 
SuperSAC meeting: Privilege, prejudice, and the achievement gap. 
Students began the meeting by taking a privilege walk and concluded 
by discussing the importance of equitable treatment at school to help 
ensure student success. 

Report – Good News 
2019-20 Career and Technical Education Pathway Awards. 
The CTE Pathway Awards are a recognition and celebration of the 
excellence demonstrated by students in CTE programs. Students 
were nominated by CTE teachers and were selected for 
demonstrating high standards in academic and technical skills, 
leadership, character, and work ethic. The complete list of students is 
included in the main BOE Agenda for this meeting. 

A recess before the next item began at 6:21 and ended at 6:23 p.m. 

2019-20 Scholastic Art Awards. 
The Scholastic Art and Writing Awards is the oldest and most 
prestigious recognition program for creative teenagers in the United 
States. Each work is reviewed by a panel of arts professionals for 
originality, technical skill, and an emergence of professional vision 
and voice. The Alliance also partners with art institutes, colleges, and 
universities to earmark scholarships for college-bound Scholastic 
Awards recipients. This year, 139 works from USD 259 middle and 
high schools were selected for the Eastern Kansas Scholastic Art 
Awards. USD 259 students earned 25% of the state’s Scholastic Art 
Awards. Winning categories include American Vision, Gold Key, 
Silver Key, and Honorable Mention. The Eastern Kansas Scholastic 
Art Awards Exhibition will be featured in Mark Arts Youth Gallery from 
February 7-March 28, 2020.  

A recess before the next item began at 6:40 and ended at 6:43 p.m.  

Continued on next page >> 
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Good News  
(Continued) 

JROTC and Leadership Honorary Cadets.  
In January, Honorary Cadet Boards were conducted for senior 
JROTC and Leadership cadets. Cadets appearing before the boards 
were: Jessica Ortiz, Northwest; Ethan Meyer, Heights; Jacob 
Morrison, South; Fatma Altamimi, Southeast; Melanie Andrews, East; 
Cody Abasolo, North; Onnika Vanover, Northeast Magnet; Daniela 
Ramirez-Ornelas, Pleasant Valley; Jaden Fountain, Marshall; Figo 
Nguyen, Mead; Jose Morones, Hamilton; Amy Keck, Curtis; T’Avion 
Outland, Wells; Kaden Moody, Truesdell; and Rylie Malget, Christa 
McAuliffe Academy. Winning cadets were Onnika Vanover and Rylie 
Malget. 
A recess before the next item began at 6:50 and ended at 6:52 p.m.  

Superintendent’s Challenge.   
In an effort to continue our attention on continued improvement in 
student achievement, the district is sponsoring the Superintendent’s 
Challenge. A traveling trophy is awarded for the top Team Grade 
Point Average (GPA) in each sport. The winners of the 
Superintendent’s Challenge for the high school winter sports are: 
Dance, Heights 3.59; Cheer, Heights 3.30; Bowling, Southeast 3.36; 
Boys Swimming, East 3.42; Wrestling, South 2.96; Girls Basketball, 
Northwest 3.17; and Boys Basketball, Heights 3.15 GPA.  
The winner of the middle school winter sport is: Basketball, Robinson 
3.50 GPA. 

Report – Service Employees International: None submitted. 

Report – United Teachers of Wichita: UTW President Kimberly 
Howard. Topics: Board members’ attending at UTW Building Pro-Rep 
meetings in spring 2020; workload for elementary teachers. 

  
Public Communications None submitted. 
  
Education  
Every Student Future Ready 
Strategic Plan: Increase 
Certifications and College 
Credit 

Deputy Superintendent Tiffinie Irving and Assistant Superintendent of 
Secondary Schools Gil Alvarez presented an update on Year Two of 
the five-year plan for Goal #3, and described the implementation of 
action plans and measurements in order to monitor the improvement 
of Wichita Public Schools’ certifications and college credit 
opportunities.  

The Strategic Plan goals are to increase graduation rate, increase 3rd 
grade reading proficiency, increase certifications and college credit, 
and support schools that are trusted as safe places. Goal 3 speaks to 
the district’s priority to increase college credits, career certification, 
and career pathway completion.  

By 2023, the number of graduating seniors who complete a rigorous 
career pathway or certifications through CTE will increase by 10%. 
This strategic goal aligns with two Kansas State Department of 
Education (KSDE) Kansans Can goals relating to individual plans of 
study and post-secondary success. The state’s goal for individual 
plans of study calls for every middle and high school student to have 
an Individual Plan of Study.  

Continued on next page >> 
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Every Student Future Ready 
Strategic Plan 
(Continued) 

In addition, KSDE’s measure of post-secondary success calls for 
industry-recognized certification, pathway completion, Advanced 
Placement success, postsecondary enrollment and retention, and 
ACT exam performance. Civic engagement, another Kansans Can 
initiative, is directly supported by the district’s work in this goal area.  

The Wichita Public Schools offers 26 career pathways in seven areas 
as defined by KSDE. CTE pathways include high-demand career 
areas including aviation maintenance and production, early childhood, 
engineering, marketing, manufacturing, and teaching.  

The baseline data from 2018-19 represents 164 students who have 
completed certifications such as certified nurse assistant, foundations 
of safety and health, early childhood care, serve-safe manager, 
occupational safety and health administration, and home health aide. 
Ultimately, a third measure pertaining to college credits earned will 
become part of this goal’s dashboard.  

Lead measures include: Individual Plan of Study, completion of 
Algebra 1 by the end of the 9th grade, AVID program opportunities at 
all levels, completion of the Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA®) form, a focus on ACT Exam completion, and employability 
skills. 

Jim Means, Executive Director of Career and Technical Education, 
was recognized by the Board, staff, and audience for his service to 
thousands of students during his career. Mr. Means plans to retire this 
summer. 

This presentation was for the Board’s information. The complete 
presentation is included in the archival copies of this BOE Agenda 
and Minutes. 

Middle School Science 
Curriculum Pilot Process 

Middle School Science Curriculum Specialist Ben Reed, Magnet 
Specialist Phyllis Cottner, and Purchasing Manager Jonathan Wyss 
discussed the timeline for the science adoption.  The district’s last 
science adoption was in 2000. The Next Generation Science 
Standards were released April 2013, and the Kansas State Board of 
Education adopted the standards in June 2013. USD 259’s adoption 
process included a curriculum pilot at 13 middle schools. A staff 
workgroup evaluated overall pilot teacher feedback, student 
feedback, learning experience data, technology analysis, and the 
professional development plan. 

The district recommended STEMScopes for the middle school 
science adoption. STEMScopes offers curriculum based on Next 
Generations Science Standards; differentiated instruction guidance; 
user-friendly teacher manuals; quality student texts, consumables, 
and hands-on materials; dual-language and read-aloud options; and 
customization of all products. Initial professional development for all 
middle school science teachers will begin at the February 18th district 
in-service and continue through September. Teachers will have 
access to all online content to begin planning, collaborating, and 
preparing. During the life of the adoption, other professional 
development will be offered. 

This presentation was for the Board’s information. The complete 
presentation is included in the archival copies of this BOE Agenda 
and Minutes. The Board’s approval of the Middle School Science 
Curriculum Adoption is on page 4 of these BOE Minutes. 



Minutes approved by the Board of Education. 
 

Wichita BOE Meeting Minutes February 10, 2020    Page 4 of 8 

  
Consent: Disposal of 
Routine Business 

Mr. Reeser (Mr. Blankley) moved the Board of Education approve the 
following items of routine business. 

The motion passed 6-0, with Board member Ron Rosales noted 
absent. 

Human Resources Report 

Appendix 1 
Board approval. 

Purchasing Consent 

Appendix 2 

Board approval. 
Summary 

Description of products/services Amount Responsible Party 
1. Nutrition Services Employee 

Uniforms 
$25,000.00 Fabian Armendariz 

2. Facility Management 
Software – Additional Service 

No additional 
funds are 

requested. 
Please see 

explanation in 
the Appendix. 

Luke Newman 
Rob Dickson 

3. WebCRD Support & 
Maintenance – Annual 

$118,000.00 Fabian Armendariz  
 

SSC Nutrition Services 
Kitchen HVAC and Lighting 
Upgrades 

Appendix 3 

Board member Julie Hedrick pulled this item for discussion. Please 
see “Action on Pulled Consent Items” below. 

Prime Fit Youth Foundation 
Mentoring Program 

Appendix 4 

Board member Ernestine Krehbiel pulled this item for discussion. 
Please see “Action on Pulled Consent Items” below. 

BOE Meeting Minutes for 
January 27, 2020 

Appendix 5 

Board approval. 

Proposed Policy Revisions 

Appendix 6 

Board approval. 
Summary 

Policy Title  Person Responsible 
7350 School Trips and Student Transportation 

in Private Vehicles 
Note: AIP 4c is added to the policy to 
describe the Form 7350d – Parent-
Guardian Athletic Trips Consent to 
simplify the consent process for athletics.  

Gil Alvarez 
Michele Ingenthron 

 

Consulting Services: 
Woodland Elementary – 
Secure Entrance Design 

Approve a company agreement with Alloy Architecture for the design 
of a secure office entry at Woodland Elementary School in the 
amount of $23,000. 

Edgenuity Online K-12 
Curriculum, License Renewal  

Authorize the renewed licenses for Edgenuity online K-12 curriculum, 
in the amount of $350,000. 

Middle School Science 
Curriculum Adoption: 
Accelerated Learning, Inc. 

Appendix 7 

Authorize the purchase of the identified resources and professional 
development by STEMscopes for the amount not to exceed 
$2,400,000 from the textbook rental fund. 
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Workers Compensation 
Settlement: C.M. 

Approve this agreed upon award for C.M.’s 2018 work injury in the 
total amount of $49,652.10. 

  
Action on Pulled Consent 
Items 

Pulled items are presented in the order of the BOE Agenda. 

SSC Nutrition Services 
Kitchen HVAC and Lighting 
Upgrades 
 

Superintendent Alicia Thompson said the SSC Nutrition Services 
project is an upgrade to the original 1974 heating, air conditioning, 
and lighting systems. It is a maintenance and not expansion of the 
space. 

Ms. Hedrick (Mr. Reeser) moved the Board approve an amount not to 
exceed $1,008,481 which includes a contingency of $74,700, with 
The Waldinger Corporation for the HVAC and Lighting Upgrades in 
Nutrition Services. 

Base Bid  $831,530 
Alternate #1 – Replace electric water heater and 
piping with gas heater and piping 

$92,305 

Alternate #2 – Replace 4 existing panels $9,946 
Contingency Allowance: $74,700 
Total: $1,008,481 

The motion passed 6-0, with Board member Ron Rosales noted 
absent. 

Prime Fit Youth Foundation 
Mentoring Program 
 

Superintendent Thompson said the Prime Fit program will provide 
mentoring services for approximately 120 students and tutoring for an 
additional 50 students at the following six schools: Buckner, Clark, 
Gordon Parks, L’Ouverture, Mueller, and Spaght. 

Each school will receive about 20 hours of Prime Fit services each 
week. Program services will include: daily check-ins, weekly group 
mentoring sessions, and de-escalation interventions. Program 
outcomes will include: decreased office referrals and school 
suspensions, increased sense of student-school connection, 
increased student sense of self-efficacy, and increased student use of 
self-regulatory strategies. 

Ms. Krehbiel (Ms. Hedrick) moved the Board approve an agreement 
to partner with Prime Fit Youth Foundation Mentoring Program to 
provide mentoring services in the amount of $30,000.  

The motion passed 6-0, with Board member Ron Rosales noted 
absent. 

Policy  
First Review: P7410 – 
Collection of Nutrition 
Services Monies and Unpaid 
Meal Costs  

Appendix 8 

Dr. Thompson and Chief Financial Officer Susan Willis said the 
proposed revisions to P7410 define what debt means in the context of 
collection of Nutrition Services funds. According to the proposed 
policy revisions, schools will continue facilitating initial communication 
with parents, and the district will provide other payment options. 
Eligible parents will be encouraged to complete free/reduced lunch 
applications. Students will continue to receive regular school lunches 
regardless of their payment status.  

Nutrition Services’ current delinquent debt is about $350,000, and 
delinquent debt creates issues for other areas of the district’s budget. 

This item provided for the Board’s first review of BOE Policy 7410. 
The Board suggested no additional revisions. 
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Operations  
2020 Legislative Update Executive Director of Public Affairs and Special Projects Terrell Davis 

provided an update on the 2020 Kansas Legislative Session. The 
presentation highlighted several types of bills that are being tracked, 
including: High density at-risk funding; proposed voucher programs; 
duel credit for high school students; property taxes; attorney general 
control of local governments’ entry into contracts for lawsuits; Career 
and Technical Education programs; requiring In God We Trust be 
posted in classrooms; and districts’ residential requirements for 
students in foster care. 
This item provided an opportunity for the Board’s information and 
discussion. The complete presentation is included in the archival 
copies of this BOE Agenda and Minutes. 

First Review: 2020-21 Board 
of Education Meeting 
Calendar 

Appendix 9 

As per BOE Policy 0100 – Organization and Functions of the Board, 
the Board of Education will adopt a resolution stating its 2020-21 
meeting dates, times, and locations at the first meeting in July 2020 at 
the North High Lecture Hall. The Appendix includes a draft calendar 
and overview for the Board and Administration’s review. In the draft 
calendar, the Board’s first regular meeting is scheduled for July 20th. 
The July and August meetings are scheduled for budget flexibility, 
with a cancellable Special BOE meeting on July 27th. Key staff 
involved in Board meetings and North High Administration have 
reviewed the draft calendar. 

Board members suggested that special BOE meetings – except the 
two special meetings that are held before the BOE 99% Awards –  
be scheduled at noon rather than the 4 p.m. time listed in the draft 
calendar. Dr. Thompson asked staff to revise start times of the 
proposed special meetings currently listed at 4 p.m. to noon. Board 
President Logan said the revised calendar would come back to the 
Board for additional review. 

This item provided an opportunity for the Board’s information and 
discussion.  

  
Finance  
Budget Update Chief Financial Officer Susan Willis updated the Board on the budget. 

With five months remaining in the 2019-20 fiscal year, 44.9% of the 
budget has been expended, with 55.1% of the budget remaining. A 
comparison of six years spending indicates a range of 53.1% to 
59.3% of the budget expended at the end of January in the budget 
year. The 2019-20 budget is being impacted by an enrollment 
decrease of 1,479 students or 3% from fiscal year 2014-15 to 2019-
20.  

The FY20 budget will be adjusted down $3.8 million due to audit 
adjustments to weighted funding estimates resulting from declining 
enrollment and attendance issues on the count date. 

The declining enrollment will be a challenge in budget development 
for 2020-21. Budget issues will also include fixed cost increases, the 
new Student Transportation contract’s cost increase, and some type 
of wage package. The district also faces budget pressures from 
deferred maintenance, hard-to-fill staffing positions, increasing 
technology needs, and programs for high need populations in Special 
Education, English Language Learners, and At-Risk programs. 

Continued on the next page >> 
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Budget Update 
(Continued) 

The Kansas Legislature is currently holding hearings on the high-
density At-Risk funding sunset, use of At-Risk funding, and bills 
related to property taxes that could impact mill levies, private school 
tuition credits, and voucher programs.  

The next steps in budget development include an in-depth look at 
anticipated new revenues, first estimates on fixed cost increases, and 
continued monitoring of legislative action which could impact the 
budget. 

In summary, the 2019-20 budget has been proceeding according to 
plan. The Legal Max in the General Fund has been reduced, 
impacted in part by declining enrollment and partly by attendance 
issues on the count date(s). Attendance issues impacted weighted 
funds this year and will impact BASE aid in future years. New funding 
in 2020-21 will be about one-half of what it was in the previous two 
years under the formula, which is a combined result of declining 
enrollment and a smaller BASE aid increase. 

This item provided an opportunity for the Board’s information and 
discussion. The complete presentation is included in the archival 
copies of this BOE Agenda and Minutes. 

Miscellaneous  
Superintendent’s Report Superintendent Thompson: 

• Congratulated the students recognized during Good News.  
• Said the North High Redskins won the first-ever Greater 

Wichita Athletic League’s Girls’ Wrestling tournament.  
• Said the district hosted more than 30 community and faith 

leaders as part of the Principal for a Day program, and 
thanked principals for hosting these school visits. 

• Said staff will participate in district-wide inservice activities on 
February 18th and invited Board members to attend. 

• Said the deadline for elementary and middle school magnet 
applications is also February 18th. 

• Thanked the Board, staff, and community for their support. 
Board of Education 
Reports/Requests 

Ben Blankley: 
• Said school boards show democracy is alive and working. 
• Said he attended Art that Touches the Heart at WSU. 
• Said he volunteered at the WSU Game Jam, a video game 

project in which several USD 259 students participated. 
Ernestine Krehbiel: 

• Encouraged local adults with college degrees to consider 
second careers in teaching. 

Julie Hedrick: 
• Said she hosted a BOE District 2 community meeting on 

February 6th at Christa McAuliffe Academy. The next meeting 
will be held at Robinson Middle School on April 16th at 7 p.m. 

Mike Rodee: 
• Said the Levy Legends basketball team will play in 

tournaments starting at 12:30 p.m. at the South YMCA on 
February 14th and Newman University on February 21st. 

Sheril Logan: 
• Said she recently attended bowling and basketball games, a 

high school orchestra concert, and the BOE District 2 
meeting. 
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New Business None submitted. 
Executive Session: 
Attorney-Client Matters 

At approximately 9:10 p.m., Ms. Hedrick (Mr. Blankley) moved the 
Board recess into an executive session for purposes of consulting 
with the Board’s attorney to discuss a matter involving threatened 
litigation, which is a matter that is deemed privileged under the 
attorney-client relationship under the Kansas Open Meetings Act, and 
the open meeting will resume in this room at 9:40 p.m. 

The motion passed 6-0, with Board member Ron Rosales noted 
absent. 

Reconvene Meeting At approximately 9:42 p.m., Board President Logan reconvened the 
meeting. 

Adjournment Mr. Reeser (Ms. Hedrick) moved the meeting adjourn. 

The motion passed 4-0, with Board members Ernestine Krehbiel and 
Mike Rodee away from the table and Board member Ron Rosales 
noted absent. 

At approximately 9:43 p.m., the meeting adjourned. 
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